The Holy Communion
15th Sunday after Pentecost
13th September 2020
GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME
Hymn Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
1. Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o'er the world's tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing
if our God our Father be.
2. Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe:
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.
3. Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy,
James Edmeston 1791-1867



Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Sentence
If you, O Lord, should note what we do wrong,
Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with you, so
that you may be revered. (Psalm 130.3–4)
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord, have mercy
Christ, have mercy
Lord, have mercy
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

O God,
you call your Church to witness that in Christ
we are reconciled to you:
help us so to proclaim the good news of your love,
that all who hear it may turn to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
Silence may follow each reading.

First Reading A reading from the book Exodus (14.19-31)
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army
moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved
from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20 It came
between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the
cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did
not come near the other all night. 21 Then Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong
east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the
waters were divided. 22 The Israelites went into the sea on dry
ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on
their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after
them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At
the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked
down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into
panic. 25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with
difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for
the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 26 Then the Lord said
to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water
may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and
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chariot drivers.’ 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the
Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the
sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed
them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29 But the
Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 30 Thus
the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work
that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the
Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
Hear the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Responsorial ‘The Song of Moses’ Exodus (15.1-13, 15.17-18)
“Then

Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord”
(a sampling of Anglican plainchant)
I will sing unto the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously.
I will sing unto the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously：
The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and my song, and he
has become my salvation
this is my God and I will praise him
my father's God, and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name.
Pharaoh's chariots and his host he has cast into the sea:
And his chosen officers are sunk in the Red Sea.
The floods cover them: they went down into the depths like a
stone.
Thy right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power:
thy right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy.
Thou wilt bring in thy people and plant them on thine own
mountain:
The place O Lord which thou hast made for thine abode
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The sanctuary O Lord which thy hands have established.
The Lord will reign: for ever and ever.
I will sing unto the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously.
A Reading from St Paul’s letter to the Romans (14.1-14)
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose
of quarrelling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything,
while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not
pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them.
4 Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5 Some judge
one day to be better than another, while others judge all days
to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.
6 Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord.
Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give
thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of
the Lord and give thanks to God. 7 We do not live to ourselves,
and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and
the living. 10 Why do you pass judgement on your brother or
sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For
we will all stand before the judgement seat of God.
11 For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow
to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’
12 So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 13 Let us
therefore no longer pass judgement on one another, but
resolve instead never to put a stumbling-block or hindrance in
the way of another. 14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord
Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for
anyone who thinks it unclean.
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Hear the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
The Gospel Reading
The Lord be with you.
And also with you
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (18.2135)

21

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of
the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As
many as seven times?’ 22 Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times,
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23 ‘For this reason the
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on
his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I
will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the
throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” 29 Then his fellow-slave
fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and
I will pay you.” 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellowslaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellowslave, as I had mercy on you?” 34 And in anger his lord handed
him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire
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debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you,
if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’
After the Gospel, the reader says

This is the Gospel of the Lord,
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
The Sermon
Silence may follow.

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church:

(The Apostles Creed by the Taize ecumenical community)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Amen, Amen
Amen, Amen
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
he suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified and died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
and seated at the right hand of the Father;
he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
Amen, Amen
Amen, Amen
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic universal Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and in life everlasting..
Amen, Amen
Amen, Amen
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The minister says
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.
After each prayer
Father, hear our prayer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord
The prayers conclude with this prayer.
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith
we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Invitation: Jesus taught us ‘to forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.’
Silence may be kept.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in
God's forgiveness.
Merciful God, our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Absolution

Almighty God,
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
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pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE GREETING OF PEACE
We are the body of Christ.
His Spirit is with us.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE OFFERTORY
Hymn My song love unknown
1. My song is love unknown,
My Saviour's love to me;
Love to the loveless shown,
That they might lovely be.
O who am I,
That for my sake
My Lord should take
Frail flesh, and die?
2. He came from His blest throne
Salvation to bestow;
But men made strange, and none
The longed-for Christ would know:
But oh, my Friend,
My Friend indeed,
Who at my need
His life did spend.
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3. Sometimes they strew His way,
And His sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King:
Then "Crucify!"
Is all their breath,
And for His death
They thirst and cry.
4. Why, what has my Lord done
to cause this rage and spite?
he made the lame to run,
and gave the blind their sight:
what injuries! yet these are why
the Lord most high so cruelly dies.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
All thanks and praise, glory and honour,
be yours at all times, in every place,
holy and loving Father, true and living God.
We praise you that through your eternal Word
you brought the universe into being
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and made us in your own image.
You have given us this earth to care for and delight in,
and with its bounty you preserve our life.
We thank you that you bound yourself to the human race
with the promises of a gracious covenant
and called us to serve you in love and peace.
Above all, we give you thanks for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ:
born as one of us, he lived our common life
and offered his life to you in perfect obedience and trust.
By his death he delivered us from sin, brought us new life,
and reconciled us to you and to one another.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
with apostles, and prophets,
with holy men and women of every age,
we proclaim your great and glorious name:

 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy God, we thank you
for these gifts of your creation, this bread and wine,
and we pray that we who eat and drink them
in obedience to our Saviour Christ,
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
may be partakers of his body and blood,
and be made one with him and with each other
in peace and love.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;
and when he had given you thanks
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
'Take, eat. This is my body given for you.
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Do this in remembrance of me.' 
After supper, he took the cup,
and again giving you thanks
he gave it to his disciples, saying,
'Drink from this, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and this cup,
we remember the saving death of your Son,
his resurrection and ascension,
and his promise to be with us for ever.
In the power of the Holy Spirit,
bring us to eternal life with Christ,
as we look for his coming in glory,
and for the heavenly banquet
prepared for all your people.
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:
proclaiming his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming again,
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice
for the sins of the whole world.
As we eat and drink this holy sacrament,
renew us by your Spirit
that we may be united in the body of your Son
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and serve you as a royal priesthood
in the joy of your eternal kingdom.
Receive our praises, Father,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom and in whom,
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you in songs of never-ending praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION
As this broken bread was once many grains,
which have been gathered together and made one bread:
so may your Church be gathered
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.
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The gifts of God for the people of God.
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and
blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed
on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
During COVID-19 restrictions we will administer Holy
Communion under one kind; the bread.
The body of Christ keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
A time for quiet reflection follows Holy Communion
Cont. My song is love unknown
5. They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of life they slay.
Yet cheerful He
To suffering goes,
That He His foes
From thence might free.
6. In life, no house, no home
My Lord on earth might have;
In death, no friendly tomb,
But what a stranger gave.
What may I say?
Heav’n was His home;
But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.
7. Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine;
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
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This is my Friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days
Could gladly spend

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD'S PEOPLE

Father of all
We give you thanks and praise
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; we who
drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us in this hope that we have grasped;
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name.
Blessing
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen
Hymn Guide me, O thou great Redeemer
1. Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,
feed me now and evermore.
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2. Open now the crystal fountain
whence the living waters flow:
let the fiery, cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield,
be thou still my strength and shield.
3. When I tread the verge of Jordan
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side:
songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.
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