All Souls Day 2020. Queenscliff Cemetery

Our annual gathering for All Souls’ Day when, in the presence of God, amidst ‘the great cloud of witnesses’
Heb 12.1 we remember those who have died in the last year. (pictured, Eileen Downes, d. 6 October 2020)

NOTICE

Annual Parish Meeting Sunday 29 November 2020
St James’ Gill Hall Garden and on Zoom 11.00am

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84606363297?pwd=YWViRlBCaXBScjRYZTBDOXhoT1FtZz09
Passcode: 3225

(following the 10am Sunday Eucharist)

Nomination forms for the election of office bearers [see (i) (j) and (k) below], are available at each of our 3
weekly Eucharists and from the Parish Office during office hours. For electronic submission of nominations
go to ‘Links and Documents’ page on the Parish website. Nominations for election are to be received by the
vicar no later than: 5.00pm Wednesday 25 November 2020. Viewing of the revised Parish Roll is also
available at the above times.
PARISH RULES FOR ANNUAL MEETING &
CHECK LIST FOR PARISHES IN 2020

Parish of St George the Martyr Queenscliff &St James Point Lonsdale
Date of Annual Meeting …Sunday 29 November 2020

AGENDA
The business of the annual meeting is to include after prayers—
(a)

The minutes of the previous annual meeting and of any subsequent
statutory parish meeting;

(b)

The reception of the parish electoral roll;

(c)

The annual report by the vicar that includes the entries in the registers
of the Parish for the financial year, including numbers of baptisms,
persons received into communicant membership, confirmations,
marriages, funerals, Sunday services, acts of communion and such other
statistics from the registers as Archbishop in Council determines;

(d)

An annual report on the proceedings of the parish council and
together with a report by the parish council on the pastoral care,
evangelism, social and ecumenical programmes of the parish and on
future plans for the parish;

(e)

A report by the churchwardens on the fabric, goods and ornaments of
the worship centre and the vicarage and other buildings of the parish;

(f)

The audited or independently examined accounts and financial
statements of the parish and any accompanying papers required by
the Act;

(g)

The budget approved by the parish council for the year in which the
meeting is held;

(h)

Reports by other parish groups;

(i)

The election of churchwardens and members of the parish council;

(j)

The election of an auditor or independent examiner;

(k)

The election of lay representatives to the parish incumbency
committee;

(l)

Any other matters of parochial or general church interest.

Signed: ……Joan

Howe Churchwarden

St James House of Prayer Re-opens
For a brief time in July we opened
the St James House of Prayer and
received one guest, who expressed
her gratitude for this ministry in these
words:
‘Thank you for this wonderful ministry
at the House of Prayer, particularly
during this challenging time of
COVID.
I came feeling exhausted in body,
mind and spirit. Over the past year I
have lost my mother quickly and
unexpectedly to cancer. I have also
ended my marriage of over 20 years.

These days here have given me the opportunity to:
– refresh and rejuvenate
– process the significant events in my life
– assess where I am at this point in my time, and
– plan for the future in all aspects of my life.
I leave feeling restored and focused. I really appreciate the welcome at this place, the opportunity
to connect with the Father Peter, the freedom to use this time as best I can according to my own
needs and practices, but also the opportunity to connect with the rhythms of the church.
Thank you.
In peace and friendship,
…………………………
Love of Reading: Homily For St Benedict by Fr Michael Casey
Intro from Fr Peter: I have had a ‘busy’ COVID-19, re-gearing
parish life and ministry for these new circumstances. When
the latest copy of Tarrawarra News arrived in our Parish
Library I thought this article very relevant to these times of
enforced leisure with the danger of spending too much time
in front of screens.

The celebrated Benedictine medievalist, Jean Leclercq,
when he sought a phrase that might evoke the
essential spirit of the Benedictine charism, decided on
The Love of Learning and the Desire for God. Desire
for God is, of course, common to all who undertake the
spiritual pursuit. What makes followers of Saint
Benedict distinctive is their “love of learning” – or
perhaps translating l’amour des lettres differently, their
love of reading.
Like his contemporary Cassiodorus Senator, Benedict
established monasteries with libraries full of codices.
Not, however, for the purpose of preserving ancient
culture from the barbarism of marauding Goths, as with
Cassiodorus. Benedict wanted manuscripts not only to
The author Fr Michael Casey, in the Tarrawarra Library

be conserved but also to be read. Benedictine monks lived their whole lives with books.
Monks were admonished to be happy to listen to holy readings (4:55). There were several
long readings at Vigils, and shorter ones at the other Hours (9:8 etc.). There was reading
during meals (38:1) and in the gap before Compline (42:3-7). Besides this, several hours
daily were allocated to personal lectio divina (48:1-13), and even more during Lent (48:1420) and on Sundays (48:22-23). Visitors were welcomed with a reading (53.9), and the
Scriptures were used as a medicine for recalcitrant monks (28.3). And if there were
especially fervent monks in the community they were to be encouraged to read more
widely (73:2-5). (ed. references here to the Rule of St Benedict)
The alternative to reading is acedia: hours spent meandering around, engaged in idle
chatter. In his Statutes of 1148, Peter the Venerable complains that monks are spending
too much time hanging around the cloisters, busy doing nothing. There were about 100
insurgencies among Cistercian laybrothers in the 13th century. They were mostly illiterate
and when work was none they plotted revolution. The disorders in the Irish monasteries in
13th to 15th centuries were due mostly to the fact that the monks did not read Latin and
there was a dearth of material in Irish. The lesson we can learn from history is that when a
love for reading declines so too does everything else.
The invention of printing and the digital revolution have made reading matter ever more
accessible. Whatever the form, a love of reading is important in monastic life. Reading is
more than a means of keeping monks out of mischief, though it is that. Dom Kevin once
remarked to me that when monks give up serious reading, they usually drift away from
other components of monastic life. Reading does more than provide us with useful
information, although it does that. The great advantage of serious and expansive reading is
that it invites us to enter into a conversation with great minds and, by reflection, to bring
what we have learned back into our own lives. While our minds are occupied with what we
have been reading, our vision is enlarged and our lives are enriched.
Reading is a primary means of gaining spiritual literacy – the ability to understand what is
happening interiorly and to put words to it. By monitoring our own responses to what we
read, we begin to understand who we are and what lies deepest in our hearts. We begin to
perceive the lineaments of our unique spiritual identity. Books serve as spiritual mirrors.
Spiritual literacy is another way of describing the functioning of conscience. It is no
accident that we find a strong emphasis on conscience in the Western monastic tradition
as well as the early development of moral theory based on intention – that is to say one
that focuses on the interior or subjective component of acts more than on their external
expression. Monks understood that an action is good not because it is listed as such in the
books, but because it concords with the deepest aspirations of the heart. Embracing such
an approach leads to a more generous living of the Gospel than simply following the rules.
Reading, reflection, spiritual literacy, conscience – these are the interior dynamics of the
Benedictine tradition. It is the love of reading that feeds our desire for God and helps it to
grow. It is evident that Saint Benedict himself possessed this love of reading, as did Saint
Bernard, as did Abbot de Rancé. And so may we, if we have a care to.
Post Script: The full text of this edited version of Fr Michael’s article can be found in our own Parish Library
and on the monastery website: https://www.cistercian.org.au/news/spring-2020-newsletter
Fr Michael is a scholar of international repute. His book ‘Towards God’ as well as the Rule of St Benedict
can be borrowed from the Parish Library.

Our Prayers this Week
Prayer of the week
Blessed Lord,
you have caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them,
that, by patience and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Nations and Peoples Aotearoa New Zealand, Australia
The Church Our Parish: that God will call new members to our leadership team of Parish Council through this year’s
Annual Parish Meeting. For our ‘COVID normal ways of gathering and caring for one another
Global: Pray for the Church in the Province of the West Indies (Bp Howard Gregor);
Mission (Anglican Board of Mission):
National: Diocese of Rockhampton (Bp-elect Peter Grice, Clergy & People)
Melbourne Diocese: Archdeaconry of The Yarra (Dave Fuller); St Mark's Reservoir West (Hamish Erskine-Fowler);
Rowville & Ferntree Gully – visit (Bishop Paul Barker); Diocesan service at Moorabbin (Bishop Paul Barker); St Paul’s
Caulfield North – visit (Bp Genieve Blackwell)
Oodthenong Episcopate:
Chaplain Soma and Mary Poni, Gabriel Mayen, All Saint’s & St John’s Footscray;
Richard Litjens and Judy, Heidin Kunoo, The Parish of Holy Trinity, Bacchus Marsh w. Christ Church, Myrniong and St
George’s Balliang; St Andrew’s Corio, visit (Bishop Kate Prowd)
For your prayers this week please use the schedule of prayers found in current copy of The Melbourne Anglican.
Baptism Esther& Max Mclean Sat 29th November. Awaiting: James Wenzel Sharpe; Hunter Mash
Our Common Home-Earth For a growing consensus for a green post COVID recovery away from fossil fuels
Hospitality
re-opening of the St James House of Prayer and guests as they return
Requests Michael; Jenny; Helen; Beth; Glen; Janet; Greg; Ron; Alice; Betty; Carlie; Lucy; Revd Charles; Parvin; Sisi;
Pixie; Julie; Angela; Jennifer; Ben; Terry; Kirsten; Rosie; Sandra; Trish, Diana, Ros
Thanksgiving For our national and state leadership during COVID-19
Communion of Saints The Saints: Defence Forces of Australia; Leo of Rome, bishop and teacher (d. 461); Martin,
bishop of Tours (d.c. 387); Charles Simeon, priest and evangelist (d. 1836)
Month’s Mind: Zenda Bromwich 10.10.2020
Anniversaries:
Norman McCartney* 08.11.1992; Phyllis Philadelphia Margaret Ann West 08.11.1999; Joan Cumming 08.11.2005;
Hilda Winifred Hamerston 08.11.2018; Frederick Arthur Farman 09.11.1996; Charles Walter McKay 10.11.1979; Anne
Eileen James 11.11.1980; John Syndey Paddle 11.11.1983; Bruce Charles McKay 11.11.1999; Audrey Brenda Spencer
11.11.2007; Vernon Valentine Vaughan 12.11.1964; Ronald Charles Cross (Priest) 13.11.2016; Ian Edward Green
14.11.1948; Alma Shapter 14.11.1956; Percy Arthur William Coltish 14.11.1981
An asterisk* signifies those whose ashes are interred in the St James’ Memorial Garden
A hash sign # signifies those whose ashes are interred in the St George’s Memorial Garden
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