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THIRD SUNDAY SUNDAY OF EASTER 
18th  April, 2021 

 

Hymn Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
1. Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing 
if our God our Father be. 

2. Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us; 
all our weakness thou dost know; 
thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe: 
lone and dreary, faint and weary, 
through the desert thou didst go.

 

3. Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, 
pleasure that can never cloy: 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
nothing can our peace destroy, 
James Edmeston 1791-1867 

 

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.  
 

Christ is risen. Alleluia. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Sentence 
Turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, so that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord. (Acts 3.19–20) 

Prayer of Preparation 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
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that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

CONFESSION 
 Invitation to Confession 

Christ our Passover Lamb has been offered for us, therefore 
we come to celebrate the festival. 
Silence may be kept. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a sincere 
and a true heart. 

    Merciful God, 
    our maker and our judge, 
    we have sinned against you 
    in thought, word, and deed, 
    and in what we have failed to do: 
    we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
    we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
    we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
    Father, forgive us. 
    Strengthen us to love and obey you 
    in newness of life; 
    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Absolution.  
 

Kyrie eleison  
Christe eleison  
Kyrie eleison  
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
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have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

THE COLLECT 
Lord of life, by submitting to death, you conquered the grave; 
by being lifted upon the cross, you draw all peoples to you; 
by being raised from the dead, 
you restore to humanity all that was lost through sin: 
be with us in your risen power, 
that in word and deed we may proclaim 
the marvellous mystery of death and resurrection. 
For all praise is yours, now and throughout eternity. Amen. 

 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

A reading from The book of Acts of the Apostles (3.12-20). 
12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do 
you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we had made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 
presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14 But you 
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 
given to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith in his name, 
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; 
and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in 
the presence of all of you. 17 ‘And now, friends, I know that you acted 
in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 In this way God fulfilled what 
he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 
suffer. 19 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 
wiped out, 20 so that times of refreshing may come from the presence 
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of the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, 
that is, Jesus 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God.  

Silence may follow each reading.  

Responsorial Psalm 4 
1 Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness: 

when I was hard-pressed you set me free; 
be gracious to me now and hear my prayer. 
2 Children of earth, how long will you turn my glory to 
my shame: 
how long will you love what is worthless 
and seek after lies? 

3 Know that the Lord has shown me his wonderful 
kindness: 
when I call to the Lord he will hear me. 
4 Tremble, and do no sin: 
commune with your own heart upon your bed 
and be still. 

 
A Reading from the 1st letter of John (2.15-17; 3.1-6)                  
 
2 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the 
Father is not in those who love the world; 16 for all that is in the 
world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in 
riches—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 And the 
world and its desire are passing away, but those who do the will of 
God live for ever. 3 1 See what love the Father has given us, that we 
should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason 
the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for 
we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of 
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lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he was revealed to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him 
sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
thanks be to God.  

Silence may follow each reading.  

Gospel Reading 
 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (24.36b-48) 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among 
them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 37 They were startled and 
terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to 
them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 
me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that 
I have.’ 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and 
his feet. 41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ 42 They 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their 
presence. 44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.’ 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, 46 and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah 
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 
things. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Sermon 

Silence may follow.  
THE CREED 

 

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church  

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
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We acknowledge one baptism for the  
forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude  
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.  

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your grace receive,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

THE GREETING OF PEACE 
Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  

We meet in his name and share his peace.  
The priest says  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you.  
All may exchange a sign of peace.  
Offertory 

Hymn   How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our 
wounds, 
And drives away our fear. 
 

It makes the wounded spirit whole 
And calms the troubled breast; 
is manna to the hungry soul, 
And to the weary, rest. 
 

O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 
My Prophet, Priest, and King, 

My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring. 
 
How weak the effort of my heart, 
How cold my warmest thought; 
But when I see you as you are, 
I'll praise you as I ought. 
 
Till then I would your love proclaim 
With every fleeting breath; 
And may the music of your name 
Refresh my soul in death. 
John Newton 1725-18
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty Creator, everliving God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
and lived as one of us. 
By his death on the cross,  
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin, 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 
And now we give you thanks that you raised him to life triumphant, 
and exalted him in glory. 
By his victory over death, the reign of sin is ended, 
a new day has dawned, a broken world is restored  
and we are made whole once more.  
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Merciful God, we thank you  
for these gifts of your creation,  
this bread and wine,  
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and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,  
we who eat and drink them  
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood.   
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  
and when he had given you thanks  
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
'Take, eat. This is my body given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.'  
After supper, he took the cup,  
and again giving you thanks  
he gave it to his disciples, saying,  
'Drink from this, all of you.  
This is my blood of the new covenant  
shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'  
We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Therefore, we do as our Saviour has commanded 
proclaiming his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross,  
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming again,  
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,  
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice  
for the sins of the whole world.  
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son 
and bring us with all your people 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
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we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us your peace. 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the people of God 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ 
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in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by 
faith with thanksgiving. 

Administration of Communion 
A time of quiet meditation – remain seated. 

Make me a channel of Your peace 
Where there is hatred, let me bring Your 
love 
Where there is injury, Your pardon Lord 
And where there's doubt, true faith in 
You 

Make me a channel of Your peace 
Where there's despair in life, let me 
bring hope 
Where there is darkness, only light 
And where there's sadness, ever joy 

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 

Make me a channel of Your peace 
It is pardoning that we are pardoned 
In giving to all men that we receive 
And in dying that we're born to eternal 
life

 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
Prayer after Communion 
Most glorious Lord of life, 
we thank you that you nourish us in these Easter mysteries. Fill us 
with the Spirit of love and unite us in faith, that we may witness to 
the resurrection and show your glory to all the world. 
 

Most loving God, 
you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.  

Blessing 
Almighty God, who redeemed us through the resurrection of Christ, 
who raised us to newness of life through the waters of baptism, and 
has brought us out of slavery into everlasting freedom, give you joy 
and peace in faith and bring you to your eternal inheritance; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: Alleluia, alleluia 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  Alleluia, alleluia 

 
Hymn …. T228 Crown him with many crowns

1. Crown Him with many crowns, 
  The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem 
drowns 
  All music but its own! 
  Awake, my soul, and sing 
  Of Him who died for me, 
And hail Him as you chosen King 
  Through all eternity. 
 

2. Crown Him the Lord of Love: 
  Behold His hands and side; 
Those wounds yet visible above 
  In beauty glorified: 
  No angel there on high 
  Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends a burning eye 
  At mysteries so bright. 

 

3. Crown Him the Lord of peace, 
  Whose power a sceptre sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may 
cease, 
  Absorbed in prayer and praise. 
  His reign shall know no end, 
  And round His pierced feet 
Fair flowers of paradise extend 
  Their fragrance ever sweet. 
 

4. Crown Him the Lord of years, 
  The Potentate of time. 
Creator of the rolling spheres, 
Majestic and sublime. 
  All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
  For you have died for me; 
Your praise shall never, never fail 
  Throughout eternity. 
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