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The Holy Communion 
Second Sunday of Advent 
5 December 2021 

 

Hymn    Comfort, comfort all my people (refrain) 

Comfort, comfort all my people 
with the comfort of my word. 
Speak it tender to my people: 
All your sins are taken away. 

1. Though your tears be rivers running, 
though your tears be an ocean full, 
though you cry with the hurt of living, 
comfort, comfort. 
Every valley shall be lifted, 
every mountain shall be low, 
every rough place will be smoother: 
comfort, comfort. 

2. Though your eyes see only darkness, 
though your eyes can see no light, 
though your eyes see pain and sorrow: 
comfort, comfort. 
Every night will have its morning, 
every pain will have an end, 
every burden will be lightened: 
comfort, comfort. 
 
Sentence   
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on 
high will break upon us, to give light to those who 
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. Luke 1.78–79 
 
 
 

A Prayer Book for Australia p. 118 
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The Collect of the Day 
God of our salvation, 
you straighten the winding ways of our hearts 
and smooth the paths made rough by sin: 
keep our hearts watchful in holiness, 
and bring to perfection the good you have begun 
in us. 
We ask this through him whose coming is certain, 
whose Day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
First Reading       Malachi 3.1-4 
 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the 
way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts.  But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and 
like fullers’ soap;  he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness.  Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 
days of old and as in former years. 
 

Response   Song of Zechariah  (APBA p. 10 or 425) 

 
Second Reading       Philippians 1.1-11 
 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all 
the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with 
the bishops and deacons:  Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I 
thank my God every time I remember you, 
constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in 
the gospel from the first day until now.  I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the 
day of Jesus Christ.  It is right for me to think this 
way about all of you, because you hold me in your 
heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment and in the defence and 
confirmation of the gospel.  For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the compassion of  
Christ Jesus.  And this is my prayer, that your love 
may overflow more and more with knowledge and 
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full insight to help you to determine what is best, 
so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless,  having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God. 
 
Gospel   Luke 3.1-6 

 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor 
Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 
 during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 
 He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 
 as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
     make his paths straight. 
 Every valley shall be filled, 
     and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
     and the rough ways made smooth; 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

 
The Sermon 

 

Hymn   Morning has broken 
1.  Morning has broken 
Like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken 
Like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! 
Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing 
Fresh from the Word! 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE p. 124 

THE GREETING OF PEACE p. 127 
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2.  Sweet the rain’s new fall 
Sunlit from Heaven, 
Like the first dewfall 
On the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness 
Of the wet garden, 
Sprung in completeness 
Where his feet pass. 
3.  Mine is the sunlight, 
Mine is the morning, 
Born of the one light 
Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation, 
Praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation 
Of the new day! 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  p. 127 
Advent Preface p. 147 

The Lord’s Prayer p. 141 

BREAKING OF BREAD & COMMUNION p. 141 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE p. 143 
 
Hymn    Come, thou long-expected Jesus 
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 
2. Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
 
3. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4. By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 


